FARENTS HAVE THE RIGHT TO REQUEST EVALUATION FOR
SPECIAL EDUATION SERVICES AT ANY T

Parents who know their child is having a difficult time understanding school work or learning the classroom curriculum
might wonder if their child has a Specific Learnmg Disability (SLD).

The term Specific Learning D:saénlziy isa genera! term that describes certain kinds of learning problems Becanse
learning disabilities cannot be seen, SLD is sometimes called the “hidden dtsabzhty and often goes undetected. Specific
Learning Disabilities are caused by a difference in the brain that affects how information is received, processed or,
communicated and affects each person’ differ eutly A Iearnmg 'blhty can cause a person (o' have trouble Ieammg and-
using certain skills, mcludmg readzng, wrztmg, hstenmg, speakmg, reasomng, and’ domg math. Some children WIth SLD .
may have a dlfﬁcuit tmw makmg 1] ends-’a ; s with: muscie/motor coordma‘mon b '

erstand the rlg 1ts of' 'students- wnth-' : _LD under the Indwxduals wsth Dlsablht:es: |
al educauon law. One of the most important rlghts is the: ablhty to request an
ermme 1f iheu clntd has a dtsabzlzty and if the chiid is ellglble for specxal

It is ;mpoﬁant _ or_ parents to kriow and
Education Act (IDEA), the federal sy
evaliation from the schcol d:stuct to _
education and 1elated servlces

The IDEA regulat;ons state i:hat the parent'has the rlght to ask for an evaiuation fo determme :f theu chlid_ ias'a disablllty: '
under [DEA (IDEA Regula‘tlons Sec. 300 301) The U S. Department of Education c}arif 1es thls nght in: the comments
to the aegulatwns (IDEA Regulatlons 2006) o S _ : .

“We will add ﬁrew lanouczgc ) 2‘0 erisur e, par ents of a ck:ld suspected of havmg an: SLD are notzf ed czéout fhe State’s -
policies regur dzng their (par em‘s) right 1o request an evaluation at any'time. - {f par ents requesf an evaluatwn arid
provide consent, ihe tmzeﬁ'ame (nmelme) for evaluation begms and the zryformarzon requzr ed in3 00 309(17) must be
'collecfed (if it does not already exist) before the end of the period.”

- Assistance to States Jor the Edircation of ¢ Chzldren with Dtsab:!ttzes cmd Pf emhool Gr cmts fG? C'luldren wzl!z
Dzsabzlztzes Ff,de; al Regzsz‘er Vol 7] No 136 August 1 4 2006, Page 46658 N K

These statemems 8"&;)1655 the Depaﬁment’s intent r@vaidmg 1mplementaﬂon of the an in oihcr words,-"t_: 5 cemmenis

- are directions to state depm tments of educataon and local school districts: rega;dmg what they mus‘s do. to comply with _the _
.'I’tw R . S

B Qﬁzesiion" Wlmt is t"he mea;ung of the si‘itement aud ‘{he ;nfomaaﬂon requued in'300. 309(%)) must be collected (:f it

' does not ﬂzeady emst) before the end of that perlod A

' Answer: This statement tefels {0 mformatlon collected E)y the school dlstnct durmg a multr t:ei ed miervention process
often referred to as Response o "{nterventlon (RTY). State departments of education may require local school districts to
use an RT1 process to help children who are havmg a hard time iearmng grade level material. RTI gives students who

- are struggling to learn additional acade_n_u_c support b re'the school district determmes if these children should- be -

referred for a comprehenswe speolal education evaluatlén (See The ABC’S of RTLin fhiS newsletter Also see the LDA
Information: Sheet on RTI md the LDA Posmon State" ent on RTI at www ldaameuca org ) - :

ntlons undex an. RTI process‘?

Queshon- How long mwht my chl}d 1ecexve m _

Answer: Thele are no time Imes inthe EDEA regardmg how long chifdren shou!cl receive these mtervent!ons The first
tier interventions are used with the entire class (umvmsal mterventions) whil e more mtcnswe mtervemlons are targeted
and the number of weeks to compfete the mtervantlons m"ly vary wndely : o -

Hmvem regardkss of where the ch;!d is. m an R.T{ prﬁcess the IDEA zegulatlons give parents the r:ght tﬁ rcquest an
evaiuation for special education sérvices at anj, time. The law also says that information from an RTT process must be
collected before the end of the timeline set in phce by the date oi ihe parent’s letter requestmn a spec:al education
evaluation, :

Question: Within how many days after the parent gives consent to evaluate the child must the school district complete
an evaluation for special education services?

Answer: [DEA sets a evaluation timeline of 60 days.

What parents nced to know: I, after evaluating your child, the school says the child is not eligible for special
education services, you have other rights. If you disagree with the evaluation, vou may request an Independent

Assesseneni (Londinaed on page §)
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{Continued from page 7} Assessment

Educational Evaluation (IEE) at the school district’s expense. Most important, if the school district finds your child
ineligible and you still have concerns you need to pursue other options to determine if a learning disability exists. For
mote information on learning disabilities and how to obtain appropriate semce:; for your child, please contact the Los
Angeles Learning Disabilities Association at 626/355-0240,

LALDA iecommends parents foliow theseé suggestions for ;eferrmg your ch:id for a specaal educataon evaluat;on

Put your :equest for an evalua‘tion in wrtimg and send it by Cert;ﬁeci Ma;l or dein er it to the Dzrector of Specml
Education and Prmcxpal ‘When dehvermg your reqnest in person. ask for a copy of the writien rcquest 1o be date
stamped and/or request off" ice: staff to 51gn and date your copy, ver;fylng that ai was 1ec,e1ved The Ietter can be asf
snmple as thns SR : : e RRIEN : - -

e “Dear _D:rector of S > ecial Educat;on) o

My chlld ( first and Iast name} 13 havmg a dlfﬁcult tnne Zearmﬁo:' (chzid"s f‘ rst naime) isin (#.grade) at
(name of school) I am requestmg ﬂaa‘f ch!ld’s nameg be given a comprehenswe evaluatlon that mcludes

' the results of those mtewenttons to be mcludecl in the' asséssment 1ep01i Iﬂle*‘iUll" the spec:hc academlc O

' progrcss or fack ofprogress {while in the'_RTi progmm) she/he has exper mnced I/We undersﬁnd that our -

I/We: impe ihat‘i ese /alua
d;scuss the results(

L Your fam addless 'md phone

2. Once the: 'Assessment P]an is s;gaed C’%H the dlstnct Specxal Education oﬁice to detm ine who W ﬂl be in
o eh&rge of }our chlid’s assessmeni: and o ccmf‘ irm-that the nmehne has started for the assessment '

For addmonal mformaiion regardmc assessmunts cal! the LALDA ofﬁce at 626/355/07'40

iDEA Eﬁ@n@ Watc%: ;
EDEAmonéyw

[DEA Money Watch is _p_rowd: __ :
sources and updates on how loc SChOOi-"‘dIS‘fI‘iCiS © « Balan ce Sh ee‘i a hard | o ok at key 1ssues
across the nation are uilllzmg the $11.3 billion pro- ¢ R o EFAQ the b to get st rt d
vided for thé Individuals with Disabilities Education +  Recovery Ac s - the basics o get starte
Act (IDEA) in the Ameman Recove:‘y and F%emvesiu *  State IDEA FACTS - data lookup for every state

fan'i:s toddfars chﬁdren and youi:h wcfh dtsabthties
o _whule stimufatmg ihe_ eoonomy '

Feaiures of IDEA Monﬂy W&ich mciude

ment Act (ARRA). *  State BLOGS - news facts and msouroes f’or
According to the U S Depaﬁment of Educaﬂon - :every state R

these funds- “will prowde an unprecedented oppcrtu- # Tips and Toe!s what to wazch for and ways to

nity for states, LEAs, and E’S programs 10 implement evaluate use of funds;

innovative strategies to :mprove outcorﬁes for in-

CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF PRIVATE ;'f'e tCAPS*?S website has an Online M@"“be;
SPECIAL EDUCATION SCHOOLS (CAPSES) trectory.  You can search by region, name o

1722 “J” Siraet. Suite 3 - Sacraments CA 95814 school, agency or Licensed Children's institution.
(916) 447.7061 - Website: capses.com This is & good resource to locate the non-public schools

in your area
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